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Advent Midweek 3 – Wednesday, December 15th, 2021 7:00 pm  

Music Today                                                       Mark Gould 

AS WE GATHER 

Today we consider Jesse’s tree, that is, his family tree. His son David kept faithful to God, but succeeding 

generations wandered away, until only a stump remained. From that stump, a Branch would come: our Lord 

Jesus, who fulfills all ancient promises. Each week, we hear the story of several ancestors of Jesus - Each story 

showing God’s plan of salvation and how He guided humanity to prepare for His coming. The tradition of the 

Jesse Tree dates back to the Middle Ages, and derives its name from Isaiah 11:1, “Then a shoot will spring from 

the stump of Jesse, and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit.” Jesse is the father of King David, and from the 

family line of David, our Savior came. Today, come and see YOUR place in God's family tree! 

Gathering Song   I Saw Three Ships   

Welcome & Invocation                         Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Opening Song                Lo! How A Rose E’er Blooming LSB359 vv1-3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Forgiveness   (Psalm 80:19; Isaiah 61:1) 

Pastor:   As God’s people today, we confess our brokenness and ask to be restored into a right  

relationship into our Lord’s family. 

People:  Heavenly Father, we confess that we are bound to sin and cannot free ourselves. Like 

Adam in the beginning, we have “eaten forbidden fruit” in our thoughts, words, and 

deeds. We have not produced spiritual fruit in living the new life of faith You have won 

for us. We have acted as if we are not part of your family. For the sake of Jesus’ sacrifice 

on the tree of the cross, grant us Your mercy. 

Pastor:   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and given to us His only Son to  

suffer and die for our salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
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People: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  O almighty God, we come before you today, remembering your ancient words: A shoot will come 

up from the stump of Jesse. And from His roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

Long before Jesus was born you gave life to a man named Jesse, whose son came Your 

promised King, David. And from David, you fulfilled your promise of a Savior, your Son Jesus 

Christ. Dear God, as members of your family today, we thank you that you have a plan for each 

of us in these last days. Help us to be patient as we wait for Jesus again.  

People: Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Pastor: On the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new candle each week. We mark the four candles with 

these four words: hope, peace, joy, and love. The circular wreath of evergreen branches reminds 

us of the eternal nature of our Lord God, and that He gives the promise of eternal life for all who 

believe, just as a circle is unending, and an evergreen lives through winter. The blue colors of the 

3 candles remind us of the royalty of Jesus, and how He welcomes us into His Kingdom. 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the source of all Joy. 

People: We wait for the Lord, and in His Word we rejoice. 

First Reading                                                                                                                                     Jonah 1 

 1Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 

city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” 3But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the 

presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went 

on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD. 

 4But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the 

ship threatened to break up. 5Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And they hurled the 

cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of 

the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep. 6So the captain came and said to him, “What do you mean, 

you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.” 

 7And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know on whose account this evil has 

come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose account 

this evil has come upon us. What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? 

And of what people are you?” 9And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, 

who made the sea and the dry land.” 10Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said to him, “What is this that 

you have done!” For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told 

them. 

 11Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea 

grew more and more tempestuous. 12He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the sea will 

quiet down for you, for I know it is because of me that this great tempest has come upon you.” 13Nevertheless, 

the men rowed hard to get back to dry land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestuous 

against them. 14Therefore they called out to the LORD, “O LORD, let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not 

on us innocent blood, for you, O LORD, have done as it pleased you.” 15So they picked up Jonah and hurled him 

into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 16Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and they offered 

a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows. 

 17 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three 

days and three nights. 

Pastor:     This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading                                                                                                                                          Jonah 2 

 1Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, 2saying, 

“I called out to the LORD, out of my distress, 

 and he answered me; 

out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 

 and you heard my voice. 
3For you cast me into the deep, 

 into the heart of the seas, 

 and the flood surrounded me; 

all your waves and your billows 

 passed over me. 
4Then I said, ‘I am driven away 

 from your sight; 

Yet I shall again look 

 upon your holy temple.’ 
5The waters closed in over me to take my life; 

 the deep surrounded me; 

weeds were wrapped about my head 

 6at the roots of the mountains. 

I went down to the land 

 whose bars closed upon me forever; 

yet you brought up my life from the pit, 

 O LORD my God. 
7When my life was fainting away, 

 I remembered the LORD, 

and my prayer came to you, 

 into your holy temple. 
8Those who pay regard to vain idols 

 forsake their hope of steadfast love. 
9But I with the voice of thanksgiving 

 will sacrifice to you; 

what I have vowed I will pay. 

 Salvation belongs to the LORD!” 

10And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. 

Pastor:     This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Third Reading                                                                                                                             Matthew 12:38-41 

 38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from 

you.” 39But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to 

it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 

great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41The men of Nineveh 

will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, 

and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of our Lord. 
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People: Thanks be to God.               

Song of the Day    All the Earth with Joy is Sounding LSB462 vv1-3 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1968 Novello & Company Limited. Used by permission: Bethlehem Lutheran Church no. 1530621 

Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Sermon                                             The Jesse Tree: Jonah                                                    Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Creed – Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the Church    

Pastor:   Rejoicing in the hope of our Savior’s appearing, let us pray together, saying, 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:  In thanksgiving for every man and woman who have been an example of faith to us, and who 

pointed us to Christ. May the Lord use us as an example until He comes again: 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus! 
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Pastor:   For the Church, as we wait with eager expectation for the coming of Jesus once again, who  

rescues us from our sin and the evil in the world.: 

People:   Come, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:   For our Christian mission, that we bring glory to God and healing to many people through our  

work produced by faith, our labor prompted by love, and our endurance inspired by hope: 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:  Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace  

Offering     O Love, How Deep LSB544 vv1,2 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 

Presentation of Gifts     

Pastor:              Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every  

                         good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto   

                         Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17] 

People:            Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 
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Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

Song of Jonah LSB985 

 

 

 

  

1 I called out to the LORD, out of my distress, and He answered me; 

 out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and You heard my voice.  

2 For You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the flood surrounded me; 

 all Your waves and Your billows passed over me.  

3 Then I said, “I am driven away from Your sight; 

 yet I shall again look upon Your holy temple.” 

Refrain 

4 The waters closed in over me to take my life; the deep surrounded me; 

 weeds were wrapped about my head at the roots of the mountains. 

5 I went down to the land whose bars closed upon me forever; 

 yet You brought up my life from the pit, OLORD my God.  

6 When my life was fainting away, I remembered the LORD, 

 and my prayer came to You, into Your holy temple.   

Refrain 

7 Those who pay regard to vain idols 

 forsake their hope of steadfast love. 
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8 But I with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to You; what I have vowed I will pay. 

 Salvation belongs to the Lord! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

    as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

Text: © 2001 Crossway Bibles. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Announcements 

Sending Song          O Come, O Come Emmanuel LSB 357 vv1,2,4 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain  
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